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rainfall, it seldom produces a full out-turn oftener than once in four or live years. The principal 'dry-crop ' areas are Naimuk, Gwanden, the Bhalla Dasht or Dasht-i-bedaulat, Kabo, Ktiak, Khad, the Chhappar valley, and Gurglna. Kalat, Mungachar, Mastung, and Johan are the best irrigated areas. Irrigation is derived from underground water-channels (kdrez), which number 247, from springs, and from streams, Many of the kdrez are dry at present. Fine springs occur at Kahnak in Mastung, at Kalat, Dudran near Chhappar, and Iskalku ; and the Sarawan and Shlrlnab rivers afford a small amount of irrigation. The principal crop is wheat, the flour of which is the best in Baluchistan. In ' wet-crop' areas lucerne, tobacco, and melons are produced in large quantities, Johan tobacco is famous. The cultivation of onions and potatoes is increasing. Fine orchards are to be seen at Mastung and Kalat; and in the former place, where mulberries abound, experiments are being made in the introduction of sericulture.
The sheep are of the fat-tailed variety, and goats and camels are numerous. The best of the latter are to be found in Mungachar. Fine horses are bred, the principal breeders being the Shahwanis, Garrani Bangulzais, Muhammad Shahis, and some Langavs. The number of branded mares is 179, and 12 Government stallions are at stud in summer. Mungachar donkeys are of large size. The bullocks are short and thick-set.
The chief forest tract is the Harboi range, which is well covered with juniper. Pistachio forests also occur here and there. Tribal rights exist in most of the forests, and portions are occasionally reserved for fodder. No systematic reservation is attempted by the State. Great care of pistachio-trees is taken by the people when the fruit is ripening. Coal is worked in the Sor range, and traces of the same mineral have been found neai Mastung. Ferrous sulphate exists in the Melabi mountain.
The wool of sheep and goatb, of which there is a large production in the country, is utilized in the manufacture of felts (thappur\ rugs in the dart stitch (kont and shift), saddle-bags (khurjiri), commutations. and overcoats (zor and shdl). The best rugs are manufactured by the Badduzai clan of the Bangulzais. All women do excellent needlework. Embroidered shoes and sandals, which are made at Kalat and Mastung, are popular.
The chief trading centres are Mastung and Kalat. The exports consist chiefly of wool, ghl, wheat, tobacco, melons, carbonate of soda, sheep, and medicinal drugs ; and the imports of cotton cloth, salt, iron, sugar, dates, and green tea. Caravans carry tobacco, wheat, and cloth to Panjgur in Makran, and return laden with dates.
The Mushkaf-Bolan section of the North-Western Railway touches the country, and the Quetta-Nushki line traverses its northern end,